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CAPAS

Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatchewan

APAS Young Leaders

CONNECT with agricultural producers
LEARN from industry mentors
ADVOCATE for positive changes

o APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR 2025-26. APPLY HERE BY AUG. 31, 2025!

The APAS Young Leaders (AYL) program, presented by Farm Credit Canada, brings together
interested young farmers between the ages of 18 and 40 to cultivate the next generation of
agricultural and community leaders.

Participants also receive governance credentials, equipping them to become effective leaders at
local, provincial and national levels in agriculture.

APAS Young Leaders is proudly sponsored by FCC, RBC, BASF, and Co-operators.
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We create chemistry

The AYL program
was established in
2014. In
collaboration with
the APAS board,
program alumni
and other young
producers,
participants
engage in
grassroots policy
development by:

e Participating
in APAS
district and
board
meetings.

e Joining APAS
policy
committees,
attending the

7 & 7 N
The 2024-25 AYL participants met with Senators while at CFA AGM.
L-R: Senator Robert Black; Malcolm Carnegie, AYL (Fillmore);
Keenean Amy, AYL (Preeceville); Erika Stewart, AYL (Morse);
Chansi Bourke AYL (Fillmore),Wyatt Gorrill, AYL (McKillop);
Senator Mary Robinson. Photo Credit: Devon Walker

APAS policy conference and contributing to the resolution process at the APAS AGM.

e Presenting, advocating for and debating resolutions at the Canadian Federation of

Agriculture AGM.

e Attending Federal-Provincial-Territorial Ministers of Agriculture annual conference.

https://apas.ca/membership-and-benefits/ayl

217



7/22/25, 10:30 AM APAS Young Leaders « APAS - Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatchewan

e Completing a governance training certificate.
e Actively engaging with elected officials.

These activities offer a unique opportunity for participants to actively contribute to policy
development and gain firsthand experience in agricultural governance and advocacy.

Participant Testimonials

"If this program doesn't build you connections and friendships and role models in this industry, |
don't know what does. | know I can call these people, | know | can knock on their doors, | know |
can do whatever | need to do to help further Saskatchewan agriculture for the rest of my career.”

- Carlie Bowditch, RM of Tisdale #427. Mentee, 2022/23

"Governance, advocacy and leadership are all such important skills to have whether you're serving
as part of a school board, a local government, a policy committee or a volunteer organization.
Through the APAS Young Leaders program we really got to experience a wide array of activities
that translate into other areas of our communities, including agriculture.”

- Emiley Saunders, Borden, 2023-24

"This program showed me that farmers have the ability and power to communicate with
government bodies and can provide meaningful input into the dicussions and changes being made.
We were encouraged to be active contributors in the meetings, including with federal politicians
and cabinet ministers. It was a very valuable learning experience and | feel more confident taking
leading roles in situations that | might have previously been hesitant to step into."

- Neil Gossner, LeRoy, 2023-24

"Being able to craft and deliver your message in a memorable way is such a key skill, and | got to
see that in action and practice it myself. When you're advocating for agriculture you really need to
be able to articulate your point and get to the heart of the issue with people who may have no
background in ag at all, and | feel really prepared to be able to do that now."

- Nicole Rempel, Nipawin, 2023-24

Past Program Participants
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